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REAL PEOPLE, AMAZING PLACES, TRAVEL TO WRITE HOME ABOUT

The 6WoUies

IT’S A €350,000 ROBOT GETTING READY  
FOR NICE’S SPECTACULAR ANNUAL CARNIVAL. 
 CHRISSIE MCCLATCHIE FINDS OUT HOW THE  

PARADE’S HIGH-TECH FLOATS ARE TAKING SHAPE
 

PHOTOGRAPHS JAMES CANNON

THIS  
IS NOT  

A DRILL
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t’s a warm December 
afternoon, the kind 
that’s made the 
French Riviera such a 
popular winter spot for 
everyone from British 
monarchs to North 
American novelists. 
Visitors have long 
gravitated towards 
the Promenade des 
Anglais, the city’s 
sweeping waterfront 
boulevard, as well 
as the photogenic 
alleyways of Vieux 

Nice, the Old Town. However, I’m fairly  
Fonńdent that the OiNes oI 4ueen 9iFtoUia and  
F Scott Fitzgerald never saw the side of Nice I’m 
witnessing today. 

Every February, this Cote d’Azur city hosts 
a legendary carnival, a fortnight of parades and 
SeUIumed ŇoweU battOes. .ids in IanF\ dUess 
watFh the OaUJeU�than�OiIe Ňoats ȿ whiFh aUe Uiots 
of colour by day, spectacularly illuminated by 
niJht ȿɡwhiOe FonIetti Uains down. 3UeSaUations 
for this epic celebration require a lot of space, 
something these picturesque inner-city 
neiJhbouUhoods OaFN.ɡThat’s what’s bUouJht me to 
the TuaUteU oI 6aintɃ5oFh at 1iFe’s easteUn IUinJe 
where, across the road from a freight station, I’m 
about to step inside an enormous hangar that  
I never knew existed.

ɡ+ad , Yisited a weeN eaUOieU� +aOOe 6Sada 
would have been quiet. Today, however, 
preparations for the 2020 edition of the carnival, 
which runs from 15 to 29 February, are in full 
swing. I’m struggling to hear over the din of 
maFhineU\. The OiJhts aUe bUiJht� shininJ down on 
haOI a do]en oU so SeoSOe as the\ FaUeIuOO\ FaUYeɡa 

BIT PARTS 
Clockwise from 

above: The 
carnival king, 
illuminated at 

night; the robot 
gets to work 
carving out a 

float; carnavalier 
Pierre Povigna; 

the pieces are still 
assembled and 

finished by hand
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Ia×adeɡout oI an oYeUsi]ed SoO\st\Uene bOoFN.ɡ 
, sidesteS a SiOe oI metaO Uods� staFNed so hiJh ,’m 
woUUied ,’OO tUiJJeU an aYaOanFhe. :eOded toJetheU� 
the\ wiOO IoUm the sNeOetons aUound whiFh the 
Ňoats oI theɡFaUniYaOɡSaUadesɡwiOOɡtaNe shaSe.ɡ

ɡ:iOdO\ imaJinatiYe and FonneFted b\ a 
theme �this \eaU is .inJ oI )ashion�� eaFh Ňoat 
taNes FOose to thUee months to SUeSaUe. AOonJ 
with the grosses têtes �Jiant heads� that maUFh 
aOonJside them� the\ aUe as iUUeYeUent as the\ aUe 
Ňambo\ant. This satiUiFaO edJe NeeSs the SaUt\ 
UeOeYant FentuUies aIteU it was ńUst heOd. &aUniYaO 
tUaFes its Uoots baFN to medieYaO SUeɃ/enten 
FeOebUations� but when it Fomes to Ňoatsɡ 
à la niçois�ɡnothinJ is saFUed� as Oast \eaU’s Fos\ 
FouSOinJ oI 9OadimiU 3utin FUadOinJ a beaminJ 
*ÝUaUd 'eSaUdieu in dUaJ demonstUated.

ɡ)ouU IamiOies oIɡFaUnaYaOieUs� oU Ňoat 
buiOdeUs� aUe entUusted with 
theiU FonstUuFtion� and 
3ieUUe 3oYiJna� m\ host IoU 
the aIteUnoon� is FonsideUed 
the do\en. /iNe the thUee 
JeneUations that Fame beIoUe 
him� FaUniYaO is in his bOood.  
+e made his ńUst Ňoat when  
he was Must �� \eaUs oOd. ɉ,t 
was a OittOe FaUt with 6FUooJe 
0F'uFN on toS�Ɋ he sa\s.  
ɉ, eYen won a SUi]e.Ɋ

ɡ%einJ aɡFaUnaYaOieU� he 
teOOs me� is beinJ an aUtist ȿ and 
SoO\st\Uene is his FanYas. As the 
Ňoats haYe eYoOYed �the head oI 
the tUaditionaO FaUniYaO NinJ is now �m hiJh when 
it was onFe Must �.��� mateUiaOs OiNe FOa\ and SOasteU 
mouOd haYe been swaSSed IoU the FonYenienFe oI 
SoO\meU. 3oYiJna now sSends IouU months a \eaU 
woUNinJ on his FUeations.ɡ,t’s a FUaIt histoUiFaOO\ 
Sassed down IUom IatheU to son� aOthouJh the 
OeJaF\ that 3ieUUe is FUeatinJ IoU his dauJhteU 
and two neShews �JeneUation ńYe� wiOO be YastO\ 
diļeUent� iI the hiJh�teFh FontUaStion , haYe Must 
Fome IaFe to IaFe with is an\thinJ to Jo b\.

ɉ:e FaOO it a Uobot�Ɋ sa\s 
3oYiJna� ɉbut most SeoSOe 
wouOd SUobabO\ FaOO it a SUinteU.Ɋ 
'isFoYeUed thanNs to some 
smaUt UeseaUFh� this seYen�a[is 
miOOinJ Uobot is moUe FommonO\ 
used to FhiseO maUbOe IUom the 
7usFan TuaUUies oI &aUUaUa. 
ɉ, thouJht� iI it Fan sFuOSt 
somethinJ as haUd as maUbOe� 

the same tooOs FouOd suUeO\ woUN on a soIteU 
mateUiaO OiNe SoO\st\Uene�Ɋ he sa\s. +is ɨ������� 
inYestment aUUiYed Must in time IoU Oast \eaU’s 
FaUniYaO and he’s the onO\ FaUnaYaOieU to intUoduFe 
teFh in suFh a biJ wa\.

As , watFh its Jiant aUm woUNinJ in a stead\� 
UeSetitiYe Iashion� , Fan see wh\ 3oYiJna was 
SUeSaUed to outOa\ suFh a OaUJe sum oI mone\. 
1ot onO\ does he saYe on that most SUeFious 
Fommodit\ ȿ time ȿ but Uobots don’t need toiOet >
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THERE’S PLENTY MORE 
ON THE COTE D’AZUR

Such as magnificent five-star spa hotel Le Mas 
Candille, in Mougins, overlooking Cannes. Book 
now for the Cannes Film Festival in May. 
easyJet flies to Nice from 46 destinations
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the Uobot has ńnished sFuOStinJ a SieFe� the ńnaO 
assembO\ oI the Ňoat stiOO UeOies on a human touFh.

, Fan’t heOS wondeUinJ what the otheU 
FaUnaYaOieU IamiOies maNe oI 3oYiJna’s IanF\ 
maFhine. , asN iI the\ aUe watFhinJ on with 
FuUiosit\ ȿ and ma\be with Must a dash oI enY\" 
ɉ<es� , thinN the\ aUe�Ɋ he UesSonds� ɉbut this is the 
eYoOution oI FaUniYaO� it’s the IutuUe.Ɋ  
Nice Carnival events take place 15-29 February.  
en.nicecarnaval.com

MAKING A POINT
Precision is one 

of the robot’s 
strong points. 

Below: A painter 
puts the finishing 

touches to 
Trump’s head

4 2        The 6WoULeV 1iFe FaUniYaO Ňoats

bUeaNs oU FaOO in siFN� do the\" &onsistenF\ and 
SUeFision aUe Ne\ heUe. 

ɉ:ith the Uobot� iI a head needs to measuUe 
�.��m� it wiOO measuUe �.��m. :heUeas� when 
we woUN b\ hand� sometimes it wiOO end uS 
FentimetUes out�Ɋ he sa\s. 

ɉ:hat is UeaOO\ inteUestinJ is that we Fan 
see the ńnaO UesuOt in �' on a sFUeen beIoUe we 
eYen staUt�Ɋ he Fontinues. ɉ:e Fan SOa\ aUound 
with eaFh FUeation� oSen a mouth heUe� maNe a 
smiOe wideU theUe. These aUe thinJs that weUe not 
SossibOe beIoUe.Ɋ

,n IUont oI me� the winJs oI a 3eJasus�OiNe 
uniFoUn aUe staUtinJ to taNe shaSe. -udJinJ b\ the 
bOueSUint oI this \eaU’s Ňoats taSed to the waOO� 
detaiOs OiNe Vogue editoU�in�FhieI Anna :intouU’s 
siJnatuUe bob and the Oate .aUO /aJeUIeOd’s 
tUademaUN sunJOasses aUe to IoOOow.

Automation is UendeUinJ humans 
obsoOete in man\ woUNSOaFes� but the 

Uobots aUen’t musFOinJ out the SeoSOe 
heUe Must \et. 3oYiJna has added to his 

team� emSOo\inJ two sSeFiaOist 
animatoUs who aUe UesSonsibOe 
IoU inSuttinJ eaFh desiJn into �' 
modeOOinJ soItwaUe. And� onFe 

easyJet.com/holidays
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